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Thanksgiving Op-Ed
Ambassador Deborah K. Jones

Many around the world consider Thanksgiving to be the most American of all American
holidays. Whether in the United States or abroad, Americans gather together with family and
friends on the fourth Thursday in November not only to eat turkey and pumpkin pie and to
watch American football, but more importantly to pause and reflect upon the many blessings for
which we have to be thankful. Our Thanksgiving tradition dates back to the early autumn of
1621, when 53 surviving English settlers -- in what is now the northeastern American state of
Massachusetts -- celebrated a successful harvest, as was the English custom. Over 90 Native
Americans from the Massasoit tribe -- whose knowledge of the land and generosity had helped
the settlers survive the previous harsh winter -- joined them for the feast, contributing wild game
and other indigenous American dishes to the celebration.

While much of the subsequent history between European settlers and the Native
American population was substantially less joyous and positive, on Thanksgiving we remember
that day in 1621 when the two communities joined together to happily celebrate a successful
harvest — and the partnership, friendship and support that had made that bounty possible. Each
group brought its own cuisine and customs to the collective table, which resulted in a richer meal
for all.

This Thanksgiving, | want to express my gratitude for the spirit of cooperation and
partnership we Americans enjoy with the government and people of Kuwait. Our bilateral ties
date back to 1914, when American missionaries established the first hospital in Kuwait, the
historic “Amercani.” Our connection with Kuwait has grown through shared commitment and
even adversity -- the 1987 tanker reflagging operation during the Iran-lraq war, the liberation of
Kuwait in 1991 and Operation Iragi Freedom in 2003. Today Kuwait is a strategic ally of the
United States, as well as being a major oil producer, a savvy investor in international markets and
a very generous foreign aid donor -- averaging two percent of GDP for the past 20 years.

Over the years, the strategic relationship has broadened to include very solid economic
and commercial ties. One of my goals as Ambassador has been and continues to be to
strengthen our economic and cultural relations so that they become as strong as, and add
appropriate balance to, our security partnership.

This Thanksgiving | have something else for which to be thankful, on a very personal level.
While visiting me here in Kuwait recently, my Mother had a health episode that required her
hospitalization for nearly a week. The quality of medical care she received -- with respect to
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medical expertise and treatment, diagnostic equipment, and ‘round the clock assistance of a very
attentive team of doctors, nurses and other attendants — was world class. In fact, to hear my
mother describe it, it was as good if not better than the care she’d received at home in the
United States. Added to that — and critical to her rapid recovery — was the warm hospitality and
care of so many Kuwaiti friends, their thoughtful gestures and lovely flowers, and visits, including
from members of their extended families. Indeed, | give special thanks for the dear friend who —
despite an extremely demanding professional schedule — contacted the hospital and made all
arrangements for my mother’s admission, without my ever asking. Indeed Kuwaitis are blessed
to live in a society both traditional enough to sustain the fundamental kinship and social
relationships that provide comfort at such times of need, and affluent enough to afford access to
the very best in medical care.

This experience, and my unanticipated acquaintance with a cadre of young and talented
Kuwaiti doctors and nurses, reminded me of the necessity of investing in our societies, not only
enjoying the fruits of the current harvest or squandering our affluence on items of immediate
gratification, but planting the seeds that will ensure the prosperity and well-being of generations
to come, just as the early American pilgrims learned from the Native Americans to plant corn.

So on this very American holiday, | pause to reflect on the strong US-Kuwaiti bilateral
relationship, and for the opportunities we have to build further on what can only be considered a
success story. Nearly four hundred years after that first feast on Plymouth Rock, we have much
for which to be thankful. It is in this spirit of gratitude and cooperation that | wish you -- our
Kuwaiti friends and partners -- a very Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed Eid.
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